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COMlVIUNITYSPORTS

Jeff Prior lost his love for swlrtlmlng after not being able to qualify for the 1988 O'lymplct~m. Today he has.reg8lneci his feeling for the sport. ScottLWIdt I Union-~

New Be-
. .

By WhItelaw Reid
COMMUNITY SPORTS WRITER

_ cARLsBAD -)effPrior's love for swimmiogvan-
isli~~ he failed to qua1ifyfor the 1988 U.S.
Oimipic team ~ something he had been shooting for
alltiiS'life.

"It was the only time when I justl1ated (swim-
mJ,ng)," Prior said. "I had always been the firSt one in
aridthe lastone out (ofthe pool). ,

"I had always enjoyed whatf.was doing and always .
thought there was a benefit to prilcticing and getting
better." ' '

Prior, a 14-1ime All-American who won medals at the
Pan American and Goodwill games, still had one year
ofconege eligibility left at CaI. But sticking to the
team's intense training schedule became ardUOUs.

"It was hard for me to get up in the morning to go to
a workout," Prior said. 'The motivation was just not '

there, and I hated that fee1ing because it was some-
thing that I had loved an the time. '

"I felt like I had to do it because I was on scholarship
and couldn't afford to pay for my o~ eonege:" "

, Prior's coach told,him since he.liad contn"bufed so
much to the program he itidn't have to swirit...;.. and he'
could still keep, his scholarship. So, Prior sat outthe '
season. ' " ,"

But then a funny thing happened- Prior realized he

missed Swimming.. He ~~ practicing With,team-

mates in the off season.

'There was no pressure or thought about trying to
qualify for the Olympics," said Prior, a Philadelphia
native. "It was justpuie fun, like when you're a little ~

: year-oldkid in the water. IIoved it again." ,_
Luckily, since Prior had not participated in any meets

thepreviousseason,hewasstilleligible. '

"If I hadn't gone back and finished that season I would
have beetI kicking' myse1f," Prior said. ,"I'm really glad I
~tback.ltbecamefunagain." .

It's been fun eversince for the 37-year.,old~bad
resident '

Prior has since become a coach - firSt at his old

Youth,club near where he grew up in PennSy\Vaniaand
thenatVillanovaUniversity., "

. In 1995,Prior moved to La]oUa. Soon after,he
coached at North CoastAquatlcs.' ,

Today, Prior works for a biotech company in

, Carlsbad. He no longer coaches, but he swims regularly
wi1h the Carlsbad MastersTeam.

"He's sO fun for me to work with because he can do

some things tIiat nobody else Can do," saidJeffPease,
th~ ~'s,<:o1ICh.:1: can reaUythroW some challenging
tliirigsathiin;. imd then everybOdy elsejusttries IDhang
,.onasloogas:ther,~withbim; .,'"

,"Th.~'s nobOilj;who can hangwith him,thewhole
practice;He'sKindofinacIaSsofhisOwn." '

Prior1iist1earned to swim when he was 7 because his

mother,~di~'knoWhow.to, swimandwas

g
Garlsbad swimmer,
is still in the water,
'and he's loving it

terrified of water. She wanted, to make sure her children
knew. ,

Prior, who met his wife,]ody, whDe coaching at North .
CoastAquatics, says Ibe aulDnomyof swimming has

, alWays been its-biggest appeal. , ,
"I love how you get; in the water anEt have your own

goals ofwhatyoti want to accomplish and you work
toward them;just ~ how hard you can push your-

self," Prior said after a lunch-hour practice session at the
Carlsbad SWimComplex. ' ,

"Soi'n~~ you push yourself too much in the begin-
Ding and die out by the end of the set, sometimes yOu ,

don't. It's-a HttIe game you can playwith yourself every
time you came. That's what keeps it intriguing." .

Prior hasn't been in anDfficialrace since 1996 but

s3ys he will probably compete in a few this fall.
"I hadn'thadthe urge ID do it," he said, "but the last

, monti1ortwoTve got tj:J.eurge again - maybe because
the Olympics were on."

Prior, whose conege teammate; Matt Biondi, went on
to win seven medals at the '88 Olympics in Seoul, South
Korea, aclmowiedges that the disappointment of not
m3kingtheOlympicsstilllinger&., "

"Every fOur years ihe OlympiCs come around and ypu
think; 'That would have been so s\veet.to be there,' " he

: ~d" "(but) Il~ coming here now. It's a great sport "
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