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Carlsbadinstructors
motivated by beijef,

their swimming
.lessoIis save lives
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Most women wouldn'tjwnp for joy,
if their husband left a job with a
steady income and good benefits to

, ' run acommunitY
swimming program.
, But Jody Prior
looked at husband
Jeff's decision to
resign from his poSi-

, tion with aSan
Diego biotech com-
pany another way.

.Ieff Prior '. "I waspro?d of
, , him," she said. "l

waSbasically thrilled. I think it takes
a'lot to let go of something seCure

, andpredictableandstick,Yourneck,
out. '

"It wasagreatcompany,andthe ,

future was looking bright, but whafs
the price for'happiness - a secure
future or living every day thinking"
Tmgfud I did what I did with my
time today.'" " "

Jeff Prior, 38, fii"sthad thejdea of
starling a SWiiIpning program for'
kids in December.

Prior, a l~tbrie .All-,American'at Cal
who won medals atthe Pan
American Games and Goodwin

Jody Prior teaches Rachel Doutyhowto swim at the Water WiseSwim School In Carlsbad. JeffPrWrphoto

Games, had just retUrned to masteI:s
,swimming after a break from compe-

titio~ '

"I got back into the whole swim-
ming enviromnent and really enjoyed
it," said Prior, the national chiunpion
in the 200 1M for his age group.

"I ~ed to so,many people who
just wanted to be stronger swimmers
but not necessarily go to $WiriJ.
meets. " ',",:"",Y"'-." ;';''', "r

1b~wanted to be a lifeguard or "'"L.U., ""'",,,',,"',,.'..,,L.' ..c. .

better at water polo or surfing but
didn't have anywhere to go because
ifs a full comn'1itmentifyou're oo'a ,
(USA Swimming-af1iliated) club." golid about doirigthis," Prior said.

In April, Prior started Water Wise "fm potentiaUy saving people's lives.
Swini School out of the Boys & Girls "I think parents get their kids
Clubs of Carlsbad. The sChoolis for involved in all sorts of activities,
swimmers of all' ag~ and abilities. which is great, but ifs not necessar-

, While one of the program's goals ily:saving their life. Maybe it takes
is to train peoplefor competition,' ' haft Iiyear to become competent in
Prior said he is placing equal impor-', the water, (but), then they're safe for
tance.on the safety.oflearninghowto the rest oftheir lives.The skillsstay
swim. with them forever."

Prior said he was shocked to learn AnbtherreasonJody Prior was so
,thatdJ:O~ is ~e ,second4ea&ng ~thusiastic about her husband start-
,cauSe of accidental death in the ': "ing the program: S4emissedthe
UnitedStatesamongchildren15an4 ~, too. '

under, ,,' Shewasaformer swimmerat
1bafs one of the reasons I feel so Vista High and Palomar College and

. , . I

used to be a swim coach at North
Coast Aquatics, a top club in the
area. Thafs where she metJetf.

A massage therapist and real
estate appraiser, she now spends a
lot of her time helping Jeff teach
classes.

"I've been in such an adult world
, lately," she said. "I didn't realize how

muchI missed kids.
"lfs cool to see them do some-

.thing they didn't think they could do.
You boost their confidence a little.
The look on their faces is just aII1aZ-
ing. They swell up aIid they're like, 1
did it, I did it.'"

Jeff Prior knows he is taking a risk
with the' new endeavor but doesn't
seem worried.

"Sometimes you wake up in the
, morningand say,1 haveto dosome-

thing that makes me feel good:" '

Prior said. "I Wanted to get back to
doing a service for the community
and working with kids."

Added Jody: "I was happy because
when you're living with someone you
want them to.be happy."
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